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So (two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
detained at the funeral of a good friend and 
former Indiana State Representative, Mr. Fred 
Wenger. Had I have been present for rollcall 
Nos. 156 and 157, I would have voted as fol-
lows: On rollcall No. 156—‘‘yea’’; on rollcall 
No. 157—‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

WITHDRAWAL OF NAME OF MEM-
BER AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1716 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to withdraw the name of 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ED-
WARDS) as a cosponsor of H.R. 1716. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
STEARNS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME 
CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE CON-
CURRENT RESOLUTION 145, CON-
DEMNING RECENT ORDER BY 
TALIBAN REGIME OF AFGHANI-
STAN TO REQUIRE HINDUS TO 
WEAR SYMBOLS IDENTIFYING 
THEM AS HINDU 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that it be in order at any 
time, without intervention of any 
point of order, to consider in the House 
Concurrent Resolution 145, condemning 
the recent order by the Taliban regime 
of Afghanistan to require Hindus in Af-
ghanistan to wear symbols identifying 
them as Hindu; that the concurrent 
resolution be considered as read for 
amendment; that the concurrent reso-
lution be debatable for 1 hour, equally 
divided and controlled by the chairman 
and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on International Relations; 
and that the previous question be con-
sidered as ordered on the concurrent 
resolution to final adoption without in-
tervening motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RANKING OF MEMBER ON 
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I offer a res-
olution (H. Res. 164) and ask unani-

mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration in the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 164 

Resolved, That on the Committee on 
Science Mr. Gilchrest shall rank after Mrs. 
Biggert. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

INTRODUCING LEGISLATION TO 
STRENGTHEN NUCLEAR SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING PROGRAMS 
AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES, 
COLLEGES, AND NATIONAL LAB-
ORATORIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce legislation to 
strengthen nuclear science and engi-
neering programs at American univer-
sities, colleges, and National Labora-
tories. 

Nuclear science and engineering in 
the United States is a 50-year-old suc-
cess story that has been written by 
some of the brightest minds the world 
has ever known. America has truly 
been blessed as the world leader in this 
area. But even as there is renewed in-
terest in nuclear energy as one of the 
solutions to our Nation’s energy prob-
lems, there are fewer Americans enter-
ing the nuclear science and engineering 
field, and even fewer institutions left 
with the capacity to train them. 

In fact, the supply of 4-year-trained 
nuclear scientists has hit a 35-year low, 
and there are only 28 universities that 
operate research reactors, less than 
half the number there were in 1980. 

b 1845 

These statistics tell but the begin-
ning of the story, however. Current 
projections are that 25 percent to 30 
percent of the nuclear industry’s work-
force and 76 percent of the nuclear 
workforce at our national laboratories 
are eligible to retire in the next 5 
years. And a majority of the 28 oper-
ating university reactors will have to 
be relicensed in the next 5 years, a 
lengthy process that most universities 
cannot afford. 

When I consider these facts, I wonder 
how long we can continue the success 
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